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by
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Cast of Characters
Joe:
A man in his 20s.

The Devil:
A man in his 50s.

LILA:
A woman in her 20s. Very glamorous

LEAH:
A woman in her 20s. Very glamorous

Atrox:

A man in his 20s.

Ashley:
A man in his 20s.

Reporter:
An American man/woman in his/her 30s.

Partygoers:
Various ages and genders.

The Devil’s assistants/stagehands:


Various ages and genders. They are all dressed and masked as zombies except for one who is the young muscular man and an extra sitting on the sofa (both in Scene 3).
Scene
Various locations in a major city.

Time
The present.

Scene 1
REPORTER
(Speaks to the audience.)

Hello. Imagine that I'm here in one of the most impressive sets designed for the exclusive use of one person. 

(The REPORTER pauses)

Joe Chalmers. Now this first scene is in his flat.  I shall be undercover at all the scenes in this story as we learn about JOE’s fate at the bullying hands of THE DEVIL. This is Sian Raver, reporting for DNN as the story unfolds. 

(END OF SCENE)


Scene 2

REPORTER

We are now at JOE’s home, which is in a block of flats. JOE seems to be angrily staring at his mobile phone.
JOE

Mike, it's 7.30pm. Why are you not answering your phone?  

(He sighs impatiently and puts the phone to his ear)

Oh great now I’m on his answer machine.

(He sighs impatiently)

Mike, it's 7.30pm. See you at Sue's.  
(He hangs up the phone.)

Hopefully. 

REPORTER

He goes out of his flat to the landing where there is a lift door and the front door of another flat.  He locks the door of his flat and presses the lift’s call button.  As he stands back waiting...
THE DEVIL


Settling in OK? 

JOE

 ‘Scuse me? 

THE DEVIL

To make this tower block and your flat in it took at lot of trouble you know? 

JOE
Look, do I know you or something? 

THE DEVIL


Oh, yes. Very well. 

JOE
Look. Do I- 
REPORTER

JOE looks around but THE DEVIL has disappeared.  Then there’s the sound of the other flat door being closed and locked.  It’s Joe’s neighbour ASHLEY. He carries a messy box full of all sorts of things.


ASHLEY


Hi, I ... I came- I mean I just moved in to the ... flat over here.  So ... how are things? 

JOE
(He speaks disinterestedly)

Fine. Fine. You OK? 



ASHLEY


Great. Great. Yeah, yeah. Just ... Just taking this stuff down to ... to a friend downstairs. I mean she's  ... mother's friend and ... I'm just taking the ... stuff. So ... er ... nice weather, huh? 

JOE
(He is puzzled.)

What? 



ASHLEY


Yeah, OK. Apart from the rain and stuff. And it's been a bit cold I suppose.  And the vicious snowstorms weren't that nice either.  ... Did you press the call button for the lift? Yeah, yeah, of course you did. Of course you did.
REPORTER

The lift door opens.  JOE goes in first and ASHLEY follows.  The door closes, lift starts to go down but neither JOE nor ASHLEY notice THE DEVIL who seems suddenly appear at the back of the lift.  ASHLEY is very shocked by this but says nothing.


THE DEVIL


This set. Quite impressive isn't it? 

JOE
(JOE looks at THE DEVIL and frowns.)

How did you- What is it you want? 



THE DEVIL


Want? My dear boy, I don't want that I haven't already got. 

JOE
So what are you-? You trying to tempt me or something? 



THE DEVIL


Why is it whenever I appear people always say, "Oh look, it's the Devil.  He must be here to tempt me." Can you lot get it into your heads that you do a good enough job without any help from me? Jeez. 

JOE
Yeah, right. 

REPORTER

The lift stops and ASHLEY gets out at his floor, shaking his head in puzzlement.  The lift door closes and the lift goes down again.


THE DEVIL


(THE DEVIL looks at JOE.)

I think that guy was quite weird.  Do you think that guy was weird? 

JOE
I think you're weird. 

REPORTER

The lift descends and descends and descends and descends.  Then it stops when everything turns red.

(At this point, a stagehand shows the sign HELL.)


THE DEVIL


My stop I think.

(Glancing at JOE and to the audience as he speaks.) 

Well, I'm here. I mean, I'm just here.  So ... carry on.  
(THE DEVIL walks around and looks at the audience and at the venue. He speaks to the audience.)

Well, you'd have thought they'd have done this place up while I was away.  A bit drab don't you think?  
(THE DEVIL scans the audience.)

Right. Who's for torturing and beheading? Or is it beheading and then torturing? 
(He chuckles.)

I never can remember! 

(He nominates an audience member.)

You.

(Two of his ASSISTANTS stagger to that person.)

Nah, leave him/her for the moment.  There’ll be too much mess for the Library to clear up.
REPORTER

As soon as THE DEVIL leaves, the lift door closes and the it begins to rise.  When the door opens again, JOE’s at the Ground floor of his block of flats.  Not surprisingly, he gets out cautiously.  THE DEVIL’s not around.  Everything seems to be OK.  So he goes off to Sue’s house party.

 (END OF SCENE)

Scene 3
REPORTER

However...  Now we’re in Sue’s house.
We’re in the kitchen of her house and THE DEVIL seems to be threatening a young woman called LILA.  He grabs her by her throat.


THE DEVIL


Do you understand what to do? 



LILA


Yes. 



THE DEVIL


I don't think you do.  Oh, such a lovely neck; I could snap it just like that. 



LILA


Look, let me go. I'll do anything. Just let me go. 



THE DEVIL


Then get on with it! 

REPORTER

He shoves her towards the kitchen door, which leads to the party.  LILA goes into the lounge, looking obviously distressed.  She sees LEAH talking some of the other partygoers.  LEAH immediately walks over to LILA and touches her face.

LEAH


(speaking gently.)

We’ll be together.  He can’t bully forever.

LILA nods and goes to sit on a chair opposite JOE and his friend, MIKE who sit together on a sofa.  She smiles flirtatiously at JOE.
MIKE


She's clocking you. She's clocking you.
LILA

So... 

REPORTER

MIKE gets up to talk with other people and immediately LILA stands up and sits next to JOE.

But over in the kitchen THE DEVIL is talking to a rough looking man called ATROX, who is one of THE DEVIL’s... henchmen.


THE DEVIL


Just throw him out the party and... (Pause) be as rough as you like.



ATROX




(Smiling.)

With pleasure.


REPORTER


ATROX sits besides JOE on the other side to LILA.  As LILA gently places her hand on JOE’s knee, ATROX slaps his hand on JOE’s other knee. Then ATROX roughly pulls JOE up and throws him out of the house.  He also throws his coat after him.  LILA looks shocked but she can’t say anything.
(END OF SCENE)

Scene 4


REPORTER


Now we’re outside.  JOE is angry and sad.  It starts raining as well so he shelters under a bus stand while he puts his coat on. LEAH is walking by and goes to him to shelter as well.
LEAH


Cold isn't it?
JOE
Yeah, I know. Tell me about it.
LEAH


Do you live round here? I've seen you before.
JOE
Yeah, I live just up there in that block of flats.
LEAH


Are you alright? 

JOE
No, I'm not OK.
You know what happened, right?  I'm sitting on this sofa at this party; I was talking to some girl.  We seem to get on.  She comes over and she sits next to me. 
The next thing I know is some big guy is sitting by me as well; he grabs me and then kicks me out.
LEAH
Really?

JOE

What did I do? It's Sue's party. I know who she is.  He's got no right to be...
LEAH


(Flirtatiously) 
What you doing now? You going home?

JOE

Why?

LEAH


(Flirtatiously) 

You want me to walk with you?

JOE
Do you want to walk me home? 

LEAH


Yeah.

REPORTER


They cuddle and are just about to kiss when - for some reason - LEAH knees JOE in the groin.  Not surprisingly he collapses.

Now if you look over there... you’ll see THE DEVIL who’s been secretly watching them, although LEAH seems to know he’s been there.  She looks at him.

LEAH

(Bitterly)
Satisfied? 

REPORTER 

As LEAH strides passes THE DEVIL he roughly catches and shakes her.

THE DEVIL


I don't like your attitude. I own every blade of grass. Every scrap of dirt. Including you.

REPORTER 

THE DEVIL throws her down to the floor.  She sighs deeply but does not move.  THE DEVIL carries on talking to her as he straightens his jacket.

THE DEVIL


Well, I hope you found our little chat... instructive.  Smarten yourself up.  You're gong to be needed again in a couple of minutes. 

REPORTER 

THE DEVIL walks away leaving LEAH on the floor.  She stands up and looks angrily at him.

(END OF SCENE)

Scene 5
REPORTER

But JOE hadn’t noticed them.  He’d just stood up and hobbled to his home.

When he gets into his flat he angrily throws his jacket on his bed but then pauses.  
He can hear laughing in his flat.  
He strides into the lounge and sees THE DEVIL casually sitting on his sofa alongside LILA and LEAH.
THE DEVIL


Ah, good of you to come. 

JOE
What the Hell are you doing in my flat, man? 

THE DEVIL


Strictly speaking it's not your flat. (Pause.) Ah, I see you obviously don't remember how you got here. 

JOE
Oh yeah? What have I forgotten? 

THE DEVIL


Selling you soul to me for your heart's desires? 

JOE
What you talking about for my heart's desires? 

THE DEVIL


You dying in the operating theatre? 

JOE
Dying in the operating theatre? 

THE DEVIL


Look JOE. You are in Hell. 

JOE
Hell? 

THE DEVIL


As your punishment - or whatever you want to call it   I thought that you'd relive this day over and over again until, of course, I get bored or some such. 

JOE
Well, let me tell you about this yeah? This is my flat.  I know what my flat looks like. I know what this furniture here is. I bought it.  Now I don't know what you're doing here. I don't know what these people are doing here. 

But I'm going to tell you something. I'm leaving here in about 5 minutes. When I come back I don't want to see you. 
(JOE points at LILA and LEAH) 

You. 
(JOE points at THE DEVIL) 
I don't want to see anybody here. Do you understand me? 



(THE DEVIL, LILA and LEAH laugh at him) 

Get out of here. I don't what to see you. Get the Hell out, man. 

REPORTER

JOE leaves his lounge. THE DEVIL stands up and casually beckons to LILA and LEAH.  They murmur to each other and then stand up to go hand-in-hand to be with JOE instead.  They look arrogantly at THE DEVIL who frowns in frustration at them.
(To the audience.)
You see a bully can be THE DEVIL to many of us.  But bullies depend upon us being scared.  That’s where their power comes from.  Believe in yourself and stand with us.  Don’t be scared.  See the bullies for what they are.  Pathetic.

Celebrate being different.  Be proud of who you are.

(END OF PLAY)
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